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Overview

Statement by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR, July 4,1950:

The events now taking place in Korea broke out on June 25 as the result of a provocative
attack by the troops of the South Korean authorities on the frontier areas of the Korean
People's Democratic Republic. This attack was the outcome of a premeditated plan.

From time to time Syngman Rhee himself and other representatives of the South Korean
authorities had blurted out the fact that the South Korean Syngman Rhee clique had such a
plan.

As long ago as October 7, 1949, Syngman Rhee, boasting of success in training his army,
stated outright, in an interview given to an American United Press correspondent, that the
South Korean Army could capture P'yŏngyang in the course of three days.

On October 31, 1949,

 

Sin Sen Mo,[Defense Minister ROK]

other spelling

Sinh Sung Mo [Defense Minister ROK]

 

of the Syngman Rhee Government, also told newspaper correspondents that the South
Korean troops were strong enough to act and take P'yŏngyang within a few days. Only one
week before the provocative attack of the South Korean troops on the frontier areas of the
Korean People's Democratic Republic, Syngman Rhee said, in a speech on June 19 in the so-
called "National Assembly" where Mr. Dulles, adviser to the U.S. State Department, was
present: "If we cannot protect democracy in the cold war, we shall win in a hot war."

It is not difficult to understand that representatives of the South Korean authorities could only
make such statements because they felt that they had American support behind them. One
month before the present developments in Korea, on May 19, 1950, Mr. Johnson, chief
American administrator of aid to Korea, told the American Congress House of
Representatives' Appropriations Committee that 100,000 officers and men of the South
Korean Army, equipped with American weapons and trained by the American Military
Mission, had completed their preparations and could begin war at any time.

It is known that only a few days before the Korean events, the United States Defense
Secretary, Mr. Johnson, the Chief of the General Staff of the United States Armed Forces,
General Bradley, and the State Department adviser, Mr. Dulles, arrived in Japan and had
special conferences with General MacArthur, and that afterwards Mr. Dulles visited South
Korea and went to frontier areas on the 38th Parallel.

Only one week before the events-on June 19-Mr. Dulles, adviser to the State Department,
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Photo #: 80-G-417148 
First Korean War Carrier Air Strikes, 3-4 July 1950

A North Korean railroad train is attacked just south of P'yŏngyang by planes fro
the joint U.S.-British Task Force 77, 4 July 1950 The carriers involved were US

Valley Forge (CV-45) and HMS triumph.

[note]

Photo #: NH 97289 
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Wŏnsan Oil Refinery, North Korea 
Aerial reconnaissance photograph showing damage to the refinery from bombi

by Air Force B-29s and Navy carrier aircraft. Taken circa the Summer of 1950 
[note]

General MacArthur informed the Communists that the UN expected all prisoners of war to
be well treated. [note]

South then North

[note]

Admiral Joy received from General MacArthur instructions with respect to the blockade and
instituted it on 4 July. [05-11]
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The next morning, at 0600, it [N.K. 4th Division]departed on the Suwŏn road with the 5th
Regiment in the lead.

[note]

Just after daylight of 4 July the 1st Battalion [34th ir] started north by rail; by evening the
last of the regiment was following. Col. Jay B. Lovless commanded the regiment, which had
a strength of 1,981 men. [07-1]

[note]
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Meanwhile, Jay Lovless had been assembling his 34th Infantry Regiment (1,981 men) at
Pusan for the move north. Pappy Wadlington had taken over as the new exec; Lawrence
Paulus had relinquished command of the 1/34 to Red Ayres, who flew from Japan to Pusan
on a plane with the 21st commander, Dick Stephens, assumed command of the 1/34 without
having met Lovless, and went ahead to P'yŏngt'aek to scout positions.[4-40]

In Pusan a KMAG officer was detailed to brief the officers of the 34th for battle.

One of the 34th's platoon leaders, West Pointer (1948) William B. Caldwell, recalled the
briefer's absurd remarks:

"He explained to us that he had been in Sŏul when the North Koreans attacked on the
twenty-fifth of June. He had to swim the Han River to escape the North Koreans. But now he
felt very confident and comfortable: As soon as the flag and the troops of the U.S. Army were
in position, it would stop this sort of rabble organization of the NKPA. He described it as a
group of young soldiers, many of them teenagers, oftentimes without weapons, who were ill
trained and lacked combat capability. I remember how incongruous his remarks seemed in
view of the fact that he had barely escaped with his life."[4-41]

[note]
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The 34th entrained at Pusan and began moving north on July 4: The train stopped in
Taejŏn, where Lovless had a heated confrontation with Dean.

As the regimental S3, John Dunn, remembered it, when Dean unfolded his plan to deploy
Lovless's 1/34 at P'yŏngt'aek and his 3/34 eleven miles away at Ansŏng, Lovless, believing
the plan was bad for all the obvious reasons, "protested in a very spirited manner." Lovless
argued that he would be "much more effective if he was allowed time to get his regiment
together to fight as a unit."[4-42]

This was apparently the first time any senior officer in Eighth Army had raised a question
about the soundness of its plan of operation. John Dunn thought Lovless was "basically sound
in his thinking," but Dean was disappointed by his negative attitude. Dean elaborated on his
plan, "giving numerous reasons" for his decisions, Dunn wrote, but when Lovless remained
unconvinced, Dean, "becoming a bit exasperated [4-,] said `I want a battalion up there' and
that ended the discussion."[4-43]

On this sour note Lovless continued north and established his CP at Songhwan, six miles
south of P'yŏngt'aek. Red Ayres, whom Lovless had still not met, took formal command of
the 1/34 in P'yŏngt'aek and dug into position. [note]
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"On July 4th, the 52nd FAB consisted of A Battery and one-half each of Headquarters
and Service Batteries. We linked up with Task Force Smith at P'yŏngt'aek. [This linkup is
estimated to have added approximately 134 men; 1,200 rounds of 105-mm high explosives
(HE) and six rounds of (HEAT); four .50 caliber machine guns; four bazooka teams and 73
vehicles to Task Force Smith.[4]. [note]
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Later in the day David H. Smith, commanding the 3/34 (less the regimental reserve, L
Company), detrained and went northeast to Ansŏng.

The 63rd FAB, commanded by Robert H. Dawson, whom Lovless did not know either,
had orders to move north from Pusan as rapidly as possible to support the 34th, but it was
delayed in unloading its gear at Pusan and in finding transportation north. As a result, the
34th deployed for battle with no artillery support. Moreover, it had no internal
communications. Such unit radios as were available and operating would not reach from the
regimental CP at Songhwan to P'yŏngt'aek or Ansŏng or from the 1/34 CP at P'yŏngt'aek to
the 3/34 CP at Ansŏng.

Nor was there any immediate help to be had from the rest of Dick Stephens's 21st Regiment,
coming by ship. Through no fault of Stephens's, it was lagging.

First to arrive were the other two companies (A and D) of Brad Smith's 1/21. They went
north, but when they got to Ch'ŏnan (south of Lovless's CP), unknown to Lovless or to Brad
Smith, Bittman Barth, who had no tactical responsibility or authority, told them to halt and
dig into defensive positions two miles south of Ch'ŏnan, for reasons never made clear.

Red Ayres or David Smith could have used these two companies to reinforce their thin
positions.

Unknown to Lovless or Red Ayres, these quixotic orders left Smith's 1/21 divided
between Osan and Ch'ŏnan with Ayres's 1/34 interposed at P'yŏngt'aek and the 34th's CP at
Songhwan, with no communications between any of the units.

Meanwhile, Dick Stephens, his staff, and Delbert Pryor's 3/21 were still in Pusan trying to
find transportation north.[4-44]

When Red Ayres took command of the 1/34 at P'yŏngt'aek, he was not a little appalled, by
both Dean's blocking plan and the pitiful state of his outfit. He later wrote:

 "Dean and Barth acted as if they were deploying corps against numerically inferior
forces instead of three weak, poorly armed battalions against divisions of well armed and well
trained and well supported NKPA forces. . . . Dean's impression that this [4-P'yŏngt'aek] was
a strong position with its left flank secured by the Yellow Sea was erroneous."[4-45]

[note]

1145 Korean Time

Just before noon on 4 July, eleven enemy tanks with accompanying infantry were in
Anyang-ni, halfway between Yŏngdŭngp'o and Suwŏn. The road from Suwŏn through Osan
toward P'yŏngt'aek was almost solid with ROK Army vehicles and men moving south the
afternoon and evening of 4 July.

The 5th Regiment of the ROK 2nd Division attempted to delay the enemy column
between Anyang-ni and Suwŏn, but fourteen T34 tanks penetrated its positions, completely
disorganized the regiment, and inflicted on it heavy casualties.

The Australian and U.S. Air Forces, striving to slow the North Korean advance, did not
always hit enemy targets.

On that day, 4 July, friendly planes strafed ROK troops several times in the vicinity of
Osan. The ROK Army headquarters left Suwŏn during the day.

[note]
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"At about noon on July 4th, Colonel Perry and I [Scotty] went forward on reconnaissance.
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The trip was difficult because we had to smash our way through hordes of South Korean
troops attempting to flee south.

We met Colonel Smith and his commanders on a hill overlooking the future front line.
During the time he delivered his operations order, we were being strafed by enemy aircraft, so
we were somewhat dispersed. He delivered a by-the-book, five-paragraph field order;
however, I don't remember him mentioning a major armor threat. The single thing I
remember-other than the structure of the order-was that he said, `Gentlemen, we will hold for
24 fours; after that, we will have help.'

"When the order was completed, Colonel Perry and I started back to select the battery
position and were again strafed by enemy air. I jumped out of the jeep and dove into a
flooded rice paddy. When the attack ended, I was wet but alive.

"We selected a battery position approximately 1,500 yards behind the infantry positions
[see the map]. Having very little information of the enemy situation and certainly not
expecting to meet armored forces, we chose a position on the forward slope of a hill about 50
yards off the main road. We could only find room in this position for five howitzers, so we
put the sixth one about 500 yards in front of the battery as a direct fire weapon.

"Due to the limitations of the position, I was unable to take my mess and supply sections
forward, so I left them at the rendezvous point with approximately 1,000 gallons of gas I had
brought from Japan. I ordered them to remain in that position until I contacted them or sent
additional instructions.

Korean_War

[note] [note]
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After spending two days checking equipment, organizing supplies, and arranging for
transportation north, the [34th] regiment, crowded onto five South Korean-operated trains,
had started north on the afternoon of 4 July. [01-2] [note]

Colonels Smith and Perry, and some others, went forward in the late afternoon of 4 July
to make a final reconnaissance of the Osan position. At this time Perry selected the positions
for his artillery. On the road ROK engineer groups were preparing demolitions on all bridges.

Back at Taejŏn General Dean, a big six-footer with a bristling crew cut cropping his sand-
colored hair, and beanpole General Church, slightly stooped, always calm seemingly to the
point of indifference, discussed the probability of imminent American combat with the
enemy.

The third general officer to come to the forward area in Korea, Brig. Gen. George B.
Barth, acting commanding general of the 24th Division artillery, now arrived in Taejŏn in the
early afternoon.

General Dean decided to send Barth forward to represent him, and with instructions for
Task Force Smith. So, at 1500 4 July, General Barth started north by jeep for P'yŏngt'aek.
[06-16]

When he found Smith, General Barth relayed his orders to "take up those good positions
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near Osan you told General Church about." [06-17] [note]

1600 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
1:00 AM

07/04/50
2:00 AM

07/04/50
7:00 AM

07/04/50
4:00 PM

" It was a horrible field anyway-the damned thing was practically under water," said General Timberlake, who flew to Pusan at
noon on 2 July to inspect the airlift. Since the runway obviously would not stand up under the loading of the heavy transports,

General Timberlake in midafternoon of 2 July closed the field to C-54's and ordered the 374th
Wing to resume operations with lighter C-46's and C-47's.

Using these lighter planes, the 374th Wing completed its troop-lift mission a little before
dusk on 4 July.#2 [note]

1700 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
2:00 AM

07/04/50
3:00 AM

07/04/50
8:00 AM

07/04/50
5:00 PM

The Wolfe [Lt. Gen. Kenneth Bonner Wolfe, USAF's Deputy Chief of Staff for Materiel]
party reached Tokyo [the next day] late on the evening of 4 July and began work the next day.

[note]

1800 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
3:00 AM

07/04/50
4:00 AM

07/04/50
9:00 AM

07/04/50
6:00 PM

A field artillery battery arrived at P'yŏngt'aek the next day [7/5] , and that evening, 4 July,
Smith's entire force had moved twelve miles north of P'yŏngt'aek where it set up another
blocking position just north of Osan. [01-4]

About the same time that Smith's battalion had started for Osan, the two battalions of the 34th
Infantry, heading north, had passed through Taejŏn. One battalion was to reestablish the
blocking position at Ansŏng; the 1st Battalion was going to P'yŏngt'aek with a similar
mission.

A new commander-an experienced combat officer-had joined the 1st Battalion as the
trains moved through Taejŏn.

He told his company commanders that North Korean soldiers were reported to be farther
north but that they were poorly trained, that only half of them had weapons, and that there
would be no difficulty in stopping them.

Junior officers had assured their men that after a brief police action all would be back in
Sasebo. Officers of the 34th Infantry knew that the 21st was ahead of the 34th in a screening
position.

Overconfidence was the prevailing note.

This was the background and the setting for the rainy morning when the 1st Battalion-and
especially Company A, with which this account is mainly concerned-waited in the muddy
streets of P'yŏngt'aek. [note]

1900 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
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07/04/50
4:00 AM

07/04/50
5:00 AM

07/04/50
10:00 AM

07/04/50
7:00 PM

Using these lighter planes, the 374th Wing completed its troop-lift mission a little before dusk
on 4 July.#2

[note]

1953 Sun Set
2000 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
5:00 AM

07/04/50
6:00 AM

07/04/50
11:00 AM

07/04/50
8:00 PM

"Shortly after dark, we started moving out of the rendezvous area. The road was a typical
Korean road, very narrow with deep rice paddies on both sides. The first thing that happened
was one of the howitzers slipped off the road and turned over in the rice paddy. When I
walked back along the column to appraise the difficulty, one of my men fired his carbine
point-blank at me-- how he missed me, I'll never know. He hadn't meant to fire at me, but the
battery personnel were on edge, moving into their first combat. It took us about an hour to
right the weapon and, again, we proceeded toward the battery position.

19500704 2000 boo0

2015 Korean Time

"During the daylight reconnaissance, I had been sure I knew the way. It was impossible to
miss the road. But the `impossible' happened. While going through a small village, I took the
wrong turn. I discovered the error after we had traveled about five blocks and began looking
for an area to turn the battery around. Finally, we had to knock down several stone fences and
managed to turn around by uncoupling each towed load and turning it by hand. With this last
catastrophe behind us, we proceeded to the battery position."

By now, the Redlegs of A Battery 52nd FAB had been loading and unloading, packing
and unpacking, and moving their equipment for more than 80 hours. Scotty had to navigate
his battery into the selected position and occupy it, all at night and with most of the hard labor
occurring after midnight.

Scott, Dwain L. (Scotty) LtCol USA
Scotty: "The position we had selected was on a hill about 100 yards above the road. The only
road into the position was a narrow path that would not support my prime movers, so we had
to uncouple each piece on the road and couple it to two jeeps hooked in tandem and tow the
weapon into its position. My men hand-carried more than 1,000 rounds of 105-mm
ammunition into the position.

"The overall position was one of the most completely organized and camouflaged I have
ever seen. We moved one piece into a house and replaced the house around it. One was in a
cornfield and the corn was replanted before morning. We did not have air superiority in
Korea at this time, and I remembered the battles in Germany when I faced similar situations.

"We established a battery ammunition dump of about 500 rounds at the foot of the hill
inside a Korean shack. The only reason we didn't move the ammunition into the position was
that dawn came upon us before we finished.

"During the time we were organizing the position, the gun crews dug in each weapon
where it stood. The weapons were dug in about two feet, and with the parapet, the soldiers
were protected by approximately three feet of earth."

The infantrymen of Task Force Smith also dug in that night. 
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[note]

2100 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
6:00 AM

07/04/50
7:00 AM

07/04/50
12:00 PM

07/04/50
9:00 PM

"During the daylight reconnaissance, I had been sure I knew the way. It was impossible to
miss the road. But the `impossible' happened. While going through a small village, I took the
wrong turn. I discovered the error after we had traveled about five blocks and began looking
for an area to turn the battery around. Finally, we had to knock down several stone fences and
managed to turn around by uncoupling each towed load and turning it by hand. With this last
catastrophe behind us, we proceeded to the battery position."

By now, the Redlegs of A Battery had been loading and unloading, packing and
unpacking, and moving their equipment for more than 80 hours. Scotty had to navigate his
battery into the selected position and occupy it, all at night and with most of the hard labor
occurring after midnight.

Scotty: "The position we had selected was on a hill about 100 yards above the road. The
only road into the position was a narrow path that would not support my prime movers, so we
had to uncouple each piece on the road and couple it to two jeeps hooked in tandem and tow
the weapon into its position. My men hand-carried more than 1,000 rounds of 105-mm
ammunition into the position.

"The overall position was one of the most completely organized and camouflaged I have
ever seen. We moved one piece into a house and replaced the house around it. One was in a
cornfield and the corn was replanted before morning. We did not have air superiority in
Korea at this time, and I remembered the battles in Germany when I faced similar situations.

"We established a battery ammunition dump of about 500 rounds at the foot of the hill
inside a Korean shack.

[note]

2200 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
7:00 AM

07/04/50
8:00 AM

07/04/50
1:00 PM

07/04/50
10:00 PM

2300 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea
07/04/50
8:00 AM

07/04/50
9:00 AM

07/04/50
2:00 PM

07/04/50
11:00 PM

After securing Yŏngdŭngp'o on 3 July, the N.K. 4th Division prepared to continue the
attack south. The next morning, 7/4 at 0600, it departed on the Suwŏn road with the 5th
Regiment in the lead. Just before noon on 4 July, eleven enemy tanks with accompanying
infantry were in Anyang-ni, halfway between Yŏngdŭngp'o and Suwŏn.

The road from Suwŏn through Osan toward P'yŏngt'aek was almost solid with ROK Army
vehicles and men moving south the afternoon and evening of 4 July. The 5th Regiment of the
ROK 2nd Division attempted to delay the enemy column between Anyang-ni and Suwŏn, but
fourteen T34 tanks penetrated its positions, completely disorganized the regiment, and
inflicted on it heavy casualties.

The Australian and U.S. Air Forces, striving to slow the North Korean advance, did not
always hit enemy targets. On that day, 4 July, friendly planes strafed ROK troops several
times in the vicinity of Osan. The ROK Army headquarters left Suwŏn during the day.

At midnight the N.K. 4th Division occupied the town. [05-28] [looks like Suwŏn is the
town]
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2308 Korean Time

Sun Rise 0515 1953
Moon Rise 2308 0943 

Moon Phase 72% 19 days

[note]

Casualties

Tuesday July 04, 1950 (Day xxx)

000 Casualties

As of July 4, 1950

Date USAFUSAUSMCUSNOtherTotal
Previous 17 18 0 0 0 35
Today 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 17 18 0 0 0 35

Aircraft Losses Today 005

Notes for Tuesday July 4, 1950 - Day 10
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