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Sun Rise 0516 1953
Moon Rise 2353 1146
Moon Phase 57% 21 days
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Casualties

this is the bott

Weather

fog and rain

21.7C-71.06 F

Overview

July 6 Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) unit in Taejon, with 12 Army Nurses.

July 6, 1950, the 8055th MASH sailed from Sasebo, Japan, to Pusan. There its trucks
were lashed to flatcars and its people boarded Korean railcars and chugged off to Taejon.

The 24th Division surgeon, waiting on the platform to tell them a school had been chosen
as their site, was dismayed to see nurses. He had just learned of the first cases of Gls
murdered by the enemy and felt the nurses were being placed too close to the front line.

"But our MASH would be the only hospital facilities the 24th Division has, so we wanted
to stick with our unit, and our CO said we could stay,"

CPT Margaret E. Tollefson reported. The 8055th moved into the school, where desks had
been tossed out windows to make room but children's drawings were still tacked to a bulletin
board.

|note|

July 6 (continued through the 12th) Newly arrived 24th Infantry Division troops are
thrown against advancing North Korean forces. Outnumbered and outgunned, they are only
able to slow down the communists. -- The 34th Infantry Regiment fights delaying actions in
P'yongt'aek and Ch'6nan on July 6.

[note]

Four_SB-17s were utilized this date for weather recon and orbit missions. Twenty eight hours
and fifty-five minutes (28:55) was logged on these missions.

One H-5 was dispatched to_Tsu-shima (34° 30" N - 129° 15'E) to evacuate a patient with a
broken back. The patient had been injured when the jeep he was riding in over-turned. He
was evacuated to Fukuoka (34° 35' N - 130° 26' E) and turned over to medical personnel at
Fukuoka and then taken to the 118th Station Hospital.

Another H-5 evacuated a patient from Ashiya Air Base to Fukuoka. A total of four hours
and forty-five minutes (4:45) was logged on the two flights.

A para-rescue team with two (2) L-5s assigned are setting up communications in Pusan (35°
05' N 130° 26' E) Korea for "Close In" search and rescue. They will remain there and receive
all their directions from ADCC.
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Thursday July 06, 1950 (Day 012)

Photo #: 80-G-417996

USS Juneau (CLAA-119)

Receives ammunition and fuel at Sasebo, Japan, on 6 July 1950. Flagship of Red
Admiral John M. Higgins, Commander, Task Group 96.5, Juneau actively patroll
and bombarded along the Korean east coast from 28 June to 5 July 1950. She wj
the first U.S. Navy cruiser to see combat action during the Korean War. Note
Japanese floating crane alongside

~

file://IC|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/1950/1950-07/19500706_9999_Thursday_July_06,_1950_(Day_012).htmI[3/4/2017 12:13:02 PM]




Thursday July 06, 1950 (Day 012)

i "J LS
DELAYING ACTION
34 TH INFANTRY
5-8 July 1350

TSIy ULS. ROBariINS, SATES IRSCATED
g BT JUF TR AL
——pe el OF NETTH KQECAN ATTR

MAP 3

When General Barth arrived at Ch'onan that morning he found there two troop trams
carrying A and D Companies and a part of Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 21st
Infantry. They were the parts of the battalion not airlifted to Korea on 1 July with Task Force
Smith. Barth put them in a defensive position two miles south of Ch'6nan. [note]

0930 Korean Time

By 0930 they piled all extra equipment, plus the machine guns, mortars, bazookas, BARS,
and extra ammunition in the trailer. About the same time, several men noticed what appeared
to be two wounded men trying to make their way along the road into P'yongt'aek. It was still
raining so hard that it was difficult to distinguish details. Pvt. Thomas A. Cammarano and
another man volunteered to take the jeep and go after them.

They pulled a BAR from the weapons in the trailer, inserted a magazine of ammunition,
and drove the jeep north across the bridge, not realizing that the road was so narrow it would
have been difficult to turn the vehicle around even if the trailer had not been attached.

During the period when the company was assembling and waiting in P'yongt'aek, Sergeant
Collins, the platoon sergeant who had joined the company the day before, decided to find out
why his platoon had failed to fire effectively against the enemy.

Of 31 members of his platoon, 12 complained that their rifles would not fire. Collins
checked them and found the rifles were either broken, dirty, or had been assembled
incorrectly. He sorted out the defective weapons and dropped them in a nearby well.

Two other incidents now occurred that had an unfavorable effect on morale.

First: The second shell fired by the North Koreans that morning had landed near Captain
Osburn's command post where the observer for his 4.2-inch mortars was standing. The
observer reached P'yongt'aek while the men were waiting for Cammarano and his companion
to return with the jeep. Suffering severely from shock, the mortar observer could not talk
coherently and walked as if he were drunk. His eyes showed white, and he stared wildly,
moaning, "Rain, rain, rain," over and over again.

Second: About the same time, a member of the 1st Platoon joined the group and claimed
that he had been with Lieutenant Driskell after he walked toward the cluster of houses
searching for wounded men of his platoon. Lieutenant Driskell with four men had been
suddenly surrounded by a group of North Korean soldiers. They tried to surrender, according
to this man, but one of the North Korean soldiers walked up to the lieutenant, shot him, and
then killed the other three men.
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The narrator had escaped.

Of the approximately 140 men who had been in position at daybreak that morning, only a
few more than 100 were now assembled in P'yongt'aek.

In addition to the 4 men just reported killed, there were about 30 others who were
missing. The first sergeant with 8 men had followed a separate route after leaving the hill that
morning and did not rejoin the company until several days later.

One man failed to return after having walked down to a stream just after daylight to refill
several canteens. There were also the others who had been either afraid or unable to leave
their foxholes to move back with the rest of the company.

This group included the man from the listening post and about twenty members of the 1st
Platoon who had stayed in their holes in the rice paddies. [01-13] [note]

0945 Korean Time

Ten or fifteen minutes went by after Cammarano and his companion drove off in the jeep.
Through the heavy rain and fog neither the jeep nor the wounded men were visible now.

Suddenly there was the sound of rifle fire in the village and Captain Osburn, assuming
that the two men (together with the vehicle and all company crew-served weapons) were also
lost, gave the word to move out. Forming the remainder of his company into two single-file
columns, one on each side of the street, he started south. The men had scarcely reached the
south edge of the village when they heard the explosion as the Company C men destroyed the
bridge. One fourth of the company and most of its equipment and supplies were missing as
the men set off on their forced march.

A few scattered artillery shells followed the columns. None came close, but they kept the
men moving fast. "This was one time," said one of the sergeants later, "when we didn't have
to kick the men to get them to move. They kept going at a steady slow run."

Captain Osburn did not try to follow the high ground but, when he could, he kept off the
road and walked across rice paddies. There were several wounded men but the 4.2inch mortar
observer was the only one in the group unable to walk by himself. The others took turns
supporting and helping him. His eyes still showed white and he kept moaning "rain" and the
men near him wished he would shut up.

Occasionally the men made wise cracks about the police action: "I wonder when they're
going to give me my police badge," or "Damned if these cops here don't use some big guns."
But mostly they were quiet and just kept moving. [note]

1000 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/05/50| 06/05/50 |06/06/50] 06/06/50
7:00 PM] 8:00 PM |1:00 AM|10:00 AM}

Then, as North Korean infantry flowed around the 1/34th's flank, Ayres decided to withdraw.
[note]

Returning to his CP, Ayres found John Dunn in conference with the battalion exec,
Leland R. Dunham. Dunn relayed to Ayres the orders from Lovless to "hold as long as
possible but not to lose his battalion and then [4-to] fall back to the vicinity of Ch'énan." The
decision about when to fall back was entirely up to Ayres. Ayres described the power of the
oncoming NKPA - two columns of infantry, each "nearly a mile long" - and the stunned
reaction of his men and said he could probably hold out no more than an additional hour.
When Dunn responded that he could not see how one hour's resistance would help the overall
situation in any way and that furthermore, he believed a delay might put the battalion "in an
impossible situation,” Ayres "picked up the telephone™ and gave his outfit the order to
withdraw to Ch'onan.

Able battalion commanders were rare in Eighth Army in the early days of the Korean
War. To perform this complex job properly required years of professional schooling and
command, intelligence, coolness under fire, and the gift of leadership. Although Red Ayres
was a complete stranger and had commanded the 1/34 only twenty-four hours, he had made a
fine impression. Dunn later wrote that Ayres "was a brave, outstanding combat leader - one
of the coolest men under fire | have ever seen." The 1/34 platoon leader William Caldwell
agreed with that assessment. He remembered that Ayres "was certainly a tremendous
individual - an outstanding leader and professional soldier. "[4-55]

For all his professionalism, however, Red Ayres could not prevent a disgraceful
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BUGOUT in the 1/34 and its "covering" force, the reserve L Company. When the withdrawal
order reached company level, discipline broke down. To one Gl the masses of enemy soldiers
"looked like the entire city of New York" coming at him. Under increasingly heavy fire the
Americans fled the battlefield, many leaving behind all their heavy weapons, rifles, and
carbines. On the long, uneasy retreat south to Ch'onan the men of 1/34 and L Company
discarded ponchos, helmets, ammo belts, rifles, and wet, pinching shoes. When it finally
reached Ch'6nan, one Army historian wrote, the 1/34 "was a shabby looking outfit" with "no
organization." In effect, another battalion had been squandered.[4-56] [note]

34th IR
F4th US Infantry
Regiment

Barth later wrote that he had instructed Ayres to delay in successive positions, not move
south directly to Ch'onan. Ayres, however, believed the new orders from the commander of
the 34th, Lovless, superseded Barth's, since an artillery commander is not ordinarily in an
infantry chain of command. Unknown to Lovless and Ayres, however, Dean had appointed
Barth to head a task force consisting of the 34th Infantry and two artillery battalions. That
arrangement resulted in confusion as to whose order to obey. Barth, at some point, also
ordered the 3/34th to withdraw from Ansoéng.

Dean was furious when he learned that the 34th had not delayed in successive positions
but pulled back some 13 miles to Ch'6nan. He blamed Lovless for the rapid fallback and
called Colonel Robert R. Martin, who had served alongside Dean in the 44th Division during
World War 11, to his headquarters. [note]

1100 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/05/50| 06/05/50 |06/05/50] 06/06/50
8:00 PM] 9:00 PM J2:00 AM|11:00 AM}

1200 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/05/50| 06/05/50 |06/06/50) 06/06/50
9:00 PM] 10:00 PM }3:00 AM|12:00 PM

The rain continued hard until about noon. Then it began to get hot-a moist, sultry heat.
The clouds hung low on the mountains. Nevertheless, Captain Osburn kept up a steady pace.
Before leaving P'yongt'aek he had warned that the column would not stop and any men who
fell out would be left behind The men were thirst but few of them had canteens. They drank
from the ditches along the roads, of from the rice paddies.

By noon the column had outrun the enemy fire, and Captain Osburn halted it for a ten-
minute rest. Thereafter he set a slower pace, usually following the road, and took a ten-
minute break each hour. The column had no communication with any other part of the 24th
Division, since the company radios had been abandoned that morning.

Nor did anyone know of a plan except to go south. There was no longer any serious talk
of a police action-by this time the soldiers expected to go straight to Pusan and back to Japan.
The Company A men frequently saw pieces of equipment along the road, and from this they
assumed the rest of the battalion was on the same road ahead of them. Later they began to
overtake stragglers from other companies. By the middle of the day the men were hungry.

|n0te|

1300 Korean Time

ICentral East CoastZulu Korea

06/05/50 | 06/05/50 |06/06/50§06/06/50]
10:00 PM]} 11:00 PM }4:00 AM|1:00 PM
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When General Barth returned to Ch'onan in the early afternoon he advance elements of
the 1st Battalion, 34th Infantry, were already there. He ordered the 1st Battalion to join
elements of the 21st Infantry in the defensive position he had just established two miles south
of the town. Lovless had already telephoned from Ch'onan to Dean at Taejon giving him the
P'yongt'aek news. [07-8]

Familiar aspects of war were present all day in Ch'6nan. trains going south through the
town were loaded with ROK soldiers or civilians. Everyone was trying to escape southward.

| FIOtEI

24th IR
24th Infantry Regiment

As ordered, the 3rd Battalion, 24th Infantry, had arrived at Ch'énan from Ansong the
afternoon of 6 July and during that night. [note]

When the men of 1/34 first began drifting into Ch'6nan, Barth, who was there, professed to be
astonished - and angry - with Ayres because the 1/34 had not mounted the delaying actions
he claimed he had ordered.

He later wrote of Ayres: "I probably could have stopped him and gotten his battalion on a
[4-delaying] position north of Ch'onan by dark." But this is problematic. In view of the
general panic in the 1/34 and L Company that afternoon, it is not likely that either Ayres or
Barth could have stopped the men between P'yongt'aek and Ch'onan to face NKPA tanks and
infantry.

Ironically, the NKPA did not immediately and vigorously pursue beyond P'yongt'aek that
day.[4-57]

While the 1/34 and L Company retreat was in progress, David Smith was withdrawing the
3/34 from Ansong to Ch'onan. Although the 3/34 had not yet been fired upon by the enemy
and was never in real danger like the 1/34, its withdrawal also turned into undisciplined flight.

Smith was showing signs of exhaustion. To Pappy Wadlington, he "was incapable of
accepting or carrying out orders.” On the road from Ansong to Ch'onan his men also
abandoned ammo, weapons, helmets, shoes, and other gear.[4-58]

Simultaneously with these withdrawals, Lovless decamped his CP at Songhwan and
reestablished it in the rear, near Ch'onan.
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Marguerite Higgins, and general

that evening started

~ |POW]|no picture

| Barth | Loveless _ |Dunn| Ayers | Smith

file://IC|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/1950/1950-07/19500706_9999_Thursday_July_06,_1950_(Day_012).htmI[3/4/2017 12:13:02 PM]


file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/H/Higgins,_Marguerite_[Reporter_New_York_Herald-Tribune].html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/H/Higgins,_Marguerite_[Reporter_New_York_Herald-Tribune].html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/1950/1950-07/Notes-1950-0706/19500706_1300_107tfw0.htm
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/1950/1950-07/Notes-1950-0706/19500706_2000_07sn.htm
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/D/Dean,_William_Frishe_(Bill)_[MajGen_CG_24thID].htm
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/B/Barth,_George_Bittman_[BGen._CG_DivArty25thID].htm
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/L/Lovless,_Jay_B._[Col._CO_34thIR]_.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/D/Dunn,_John_J._[Maj._S3_34thIR].htm
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/A/Ayres,_Harold_B._(Red)_[Col_1bn34thIR].html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Biography/biography-detail/S/Smith,_David_H._[Lt._Col._CO_3bn34thIR].html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/Place_Names/Place_Names_Detail/t/Taej%C5%8Fn_(K-5),_South_Korea.html
file:///C|/Users/Allen/MyWebSites/yellowlegs/1950/1950-07/Notes-1950-0706/19500706_1300_107tfw1.htm

Thursday July 06, 1950 (Day 012)

mid-afternoon

Late that afternoon

" B3rd FAB

63rd Field
Artillery
Battery

Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/05/50 | 06/06/50 |06/06/50J06/06/50
11:00 PM|12:00 AM |5:00 AM|2:00 PM

Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50 | 06/06/50 J06/06/50§06/06/50
12:00 AM| 1:00 AM |6:00 AM|3:00 PM

Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50| 06/06/50 |06/06/50406/06/50
1:00 AM| 2:00 AM [7:00 AM}4:00 PM
Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50| 06/06/50 |06/06/50}06/06/50,
2:00 AM| 3:00 AM [8:00 AM|5:00 PM

Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50| 06/06/50 |06/06/50{06/06/50
3:00 AMJ| 4:00 AM |9:00 AM|6:00 PM

As the afternoon
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1900 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50] 06/06/50 | 06/06/50 J06/06/50
4:00 AM| 5:00 AM |10:00 AM|7:00 PM

1953 Sun Set

2000 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu Korea
|06/06/50 06/06/50 | 06/06/50 |06/06/50

5:00 AM| 6:00 AM |11:00 AM|8:00 PM

Early that evening Captain Osburn, at the head of his company, reached the town of
Ch'onan and there found other elements of the 1st Battalion which had arrived earlier. It was
a shabby-looking outfit. Many men were asleep on the floor of an old sawmill and others
were scattered throughout the town in buildings or along the streets, sitting or sleeping.

Captain Osburn immediately set out to locate officers of the other units to learn what he
could of the situation. The remainder of Company A was strung out for a mile and a half or
two miles to the north.

As the men reached the town they lay down to rest. There was no organization-they were
just a group of tired, disheartened men. [note]

2100 Korean Time

Central East CoastZulu Korea

It was dark by the time Company 'A' began to dig in at this position. The company, of
course, had no entrenching tools but a few of the men scraped out shallow holes. Most of
them just lay down and went to sleep. [note]

2200 Korean Time

ICentral East CoastZulu Korea

06/06/50] 06/06/50 J06/06/50) 06/06/50
7:00 AM| 8:00 AM {1:00 PM|10:00 PM

The last men in the column did not straggle in until two hours later.

By then Captain Osburn had borrowed three trucks from the South Korean Army with
which he moved his company to defensive positions a few miles south of Ch'dnan.

General Barth had selected these positions after leaving the 1st Battalion's command post
at P'yongt'aek early that morning.

He had gone to Ch'onan to brief the regimental commander of the 34th Infantry and then
south to select terrain from which the 24th Division could stage a series of delaying actions.

[note]

2300 Korean Time

[Central East CoastZulu  Korea
|06/06/50| 06/06/50 J06/06/50f 06/06/50

8:00 AM| 9:00 AM |2:00 PM|11:00 PM

2353 Korean Time
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Thursday July 06, 1950 (Day 012)

Sun Rise 0516 1953
Moon Rise 2353 1146
Moon Phase 57% 21 days

Casualties

Thursday July 06, 1950 (Day 012)

019 Casualtiesy

As of July 6, 1950

1|30TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON}
13] 34TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
3] 68TH FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR
2| 8TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

19] 19500706 0000 Casualties by unit

[Date  USAFUSAUSMCUSNOtherTotal
{Previous] 17 |113] 0o | o | 0 |130
Today | 6 [13] 0 J o] o |19

Total | 23 |126] 0 | 0] 0 [149

Aircraft Losses Today 003

Notes for Thursday July 06, 1950 - Day 012
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