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Sun Rise 0523 1949
Moon Rise 0701 2126
Moon Phase 7% 3 days

Yester_da)g Overview

BSWA Tropical storm (SSHS)
STN Duration July 15 — July 19

Citations Peak intensity
TFW 110 km/h (70 mph) (1 -min), Unknown

2300 July 15 to July 19 Tropical Storm Flossie

Category 1 typhoon (SSHS)
Duration July 16 — July 21

Peak intensity
130 km/h (80 mph) (1 -min), Unknown

this is the bott

July 16 to 21 Typhoon Grace
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Bomber Command
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94 U.S. Air Force in Korea
[note]

=

Red air actions also indicated that they had discovered the length of time that the Fifth Air
Force's jets were able to remain in the battle area before exhausting their fuel .#90

#90 Msg. AX-2846, CG FEAF to CINCFE, 17 July 1950.
An attempt to "prove" they need to do "strategic bombing" instead of CAS.
[note]

=

During the second week of July the Reds had evidently diagnosed the situation well
enough to devise a course of action which allowed them some advantages. Having restored
the runways at Kimp'o, the North Koreans based some seven camouflaged and dispersed
Yaks at this airfield, thus obtaining an ability to stage short-range sneak attacks against
United Nations ground troops.#89

#80 DA-TT-3529, 16 July 1950.
[note]
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Bth Fighter Bomber
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On 12 July Communist pilots were extremely active. Enemy fighters shot down a single
19th Group B-29 which was attacking targets in the vicinity of Soul. In midafternoon two
Yaks jumped a flight of F-80's while the latter were strafing in the frontlines near
Choch'iwon. Once again the jet pilots evaded and escaped damage but they were unable to
pursue their attackers. Later in the afternoon two other Yaks shot down an L-4 liaison
plane.92

On 15 July two Yaks attacked a formation of four B-26's while the bombers were
attacking a target. One of the B-26's was damaged so badly that its crew had to make an
emergency landing at Taejon.93 Bothered by the "reappearance” of the North Korean Air
Force, General MacArthur gave Stratemeyer oral instructions to devote a part of his air effort
to counter air purposes. Since MacArthur was particularly concerned about the seven
camouflaged Yaks reported to be at Kimp'o, General Partridge sent strafers there which
destroyed two or three of these widely dispersed planes on 15 July. That same day General
O'Donnell diverted three B-29's and used them to crater the runways at Kimp'0.94 In two
strikes against P'yongyang airfields on 18 July pilots from the aircraft carriers of Task Force
77 destroyed 14 more enemy aircraft and damaged the 13 other planes which were dispersed
and camouflaged in the vicinity of these fields. Moving their attention to east coast airfields
on 19 July, the carrier pilots strafed and destroyed 15 enemy planes at Yo6np'o and three others
at a dispersal airfield near Sondok.95

On 19 July Fifth Air Force pilots also hit hard at North Korea's elusive air strength.
Photographic reconnaissance had discovered a small grass strip immediately north of the 38th
parallel near P'yonggang, and some 25 planes were camouflaged under tree branches along
the west edge of this field. The enemy was obviously not expecting an air attack when seven
F-80's of the 8th Fighter-Bomber Group, led by Lt. Col. William T. Samways, the group's
commander, dropped in at low level over P'yonggang during the midafternoon of 19 July.
Making pass after pass over the airfield, the F-80 pilots destroyed 14 enemy fighters and one
twin-engine bomber on the ground. The jet pilots also strafed seven other planes, but because
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5th AF(A)
Fifth Air Force
{Advance)

in close support
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Republic of Korea
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One week later
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Monday July 17, 1950 (Day 023)

24th 1D 3dth IR
24th Infantry 34th US Infantry
Division Reagiment

Early in the afternoon of the 17th the 34th Infantry took over the entire defensive line
north and west of Taejon. Except for Dean, William Frishe (Bill) and three or four other
officers, the 24th Division headquarters left for Yongdong, 28 miles southeast on the main
highway and rail line. Remaining with Dean at Taejon were Lieutenant Clarke, an aide; Capt.
Richard A. Rowlands, Assistant G-3; Capt. Raymond D. Hatfield, Transportation Officer and
Assistant G-4; and two drivers.

Dean instructed Maj. David A. Bissett to establish an office for him at the 21st Infantry
command post at Okch'on so that he could from there more easily keep informed of affairs
east of Taejon. Dean said that he would spend nights at Okch'on.

"But," commented Bissett, "he never did, and indeed none of us there expected him to."
[11-1]

Before the battle of the Kum, Dean had selected two regimental positions three miles west
of Taejon for the close-in defense of the city. These positions were on a 500-foot high, 3-mile
long ridge behind (east of) the Kap-ch'on River. Each extremity covered a bridge and a road
immediately to its front. The position was a strong one and well suited to a two-regimental
front. It was known as the Yusong position.

A village of that name lay across the Kap-ch'on River about a mile from the northern end
of the ridge.
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18th IR
19th Infantry
Regiment

Dean's plan had been to place the 19th Infantry on the northern part of the line covering
the main Seoul-Pusan highway where it curved around the northern end of the ridge and to
place the 34th Infantry on the southern part to cover the Nonsan-Taejon road where it passed
along a narrow strip of low ground at the southern end of the ridge. But with the 19th
Infantry combat-ineffective after the ordeal of the 16th and at Yongdong for re-equipping, the
defense of the entire line fell upon the 34th Infantry. [11-2]

General Dean had no intention of fighting a last-ditch battle for Taejon. He looked upon it
as another in the series of delaying actions to which the 24th Division had been committed by
General MacArthur to slow the North Korean advance, pending the arrival of sufficient
reinforcements to halt and then turn back the enemy.
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